COMMUNITY OF HOPE
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Peace be with you!
The theme of this year’s Catholic Charities Hawaii Sunday is “Accompanying His people
with joy.”
With joy? But why? What is there to be joyful about? These are grim, not joyous times. A
global pandemic has put us in a state of trepidation, anxiety and fear. Joy? The virus has
separated and disrupted families. Joy? A broken economy has cost an unprecedented
number of people their livelihood. Joy? People are going hungry and homeless.
Thousands have died.
It may not seem to make sense, but it is true. Our message is a joyful one because we
are people of faith, who live in the Lord’s favor. This we believe. “Do not be afraid” Jesus
tells us. St. Paul said, “Rejoice always, and in all circumstances, give thanks to the Lord,
for this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus.”
As the men and woman of Catholic Charities Hawaii help the immigrant, comfort the
elderly, house the homeless, counsel the abused, assist the single parent, transport the
isolated, and connect with those quarantined, behind each smile, accompanying each
kind word, each gentle touch, each patient moment spent, is God’s love and deep
abiding mercy. Conscious of this, they are messengers of joy.
This is not simply putting on a happy face or a cheerful “mask.” It is wrapping oneself in
the serenity that comes from trusting in the Lord’s comfort and strength. It is a spiritual
joy, the kind Jesus talked about when he said, “I have told you all these things that your
joy may be full.”
As messengers of joy, the men and women of Catholic Charities Hawaii transform lives.
Please help them. On this Catholic Charities weekend, I ask you to join them in their work
with your generous support. Help spread the joy – because “God loves a cheerful giver.”
In doing so, you will help those whom Catholic Charities Hawaii serves join the psalmist
as he sings: “You have turned my mourning into dancing; you have loosed my sackcloth
and clothed me with gladness, that my glory may sing your praise and not be silent. O
Lord my God, I will give thanks to you forever!”
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Larry Silva
Bishop of Honolulu

COMMUNITY IMPACT
Over 80,000 lives were impacted in 2020 by the 40 programs of Catholic Charities Hawaiʻi.
Here’s a glimpse of how your support made a difference last year:

13,492

3,749

5,435

families and individuals
housed and safe

seniors kept healthy and active

children and families
strengthened

14,591

7,627

16,262

housing assistance, disaster
relief and community
support services

resource family training, housing
assistance disaster relief and
community support services

family strengthening services,
housing assistance, foster care,
disaster relief and community
support services

145

17,927

29,015

immigrants welcomed
with dignity

provided information and
referrals to programs and
services

HOUSING SOLUTIONS &
HOMELESSNESS*

FAMILY & YOUTH
ENRICHMENT

AGING SUPPORT
SERVICES

*Does not include COVID-19 rent
& mortgage relief

KAUAʻI

MAUI

IMMIGRANT SERVICES

2,324
KAUAʻI

HAWAIʻI ISLAND

HELPLINE CALLS

COVID-19 RENT &
MORTGAGE RELIEF

5,682
18,970
OʻAHU

MAUI

34

MOLOKAʻI

COVID-19 RENT & MORTGAGE
RELIEF BREAKDOWN

19

LANAʻI

1,986

HAWAIʻI ISLAND

financial assistance for Hawai‘i
renters who experienced a
reduction in income due to
unemployment or a reduction in
work hours due to the COVID-19
pandemic and at risk of eviction.
Funded by Federal CARES Act,
assistance included monthly
rent, mortgage, HOA fees and
financial counseling

